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NOTE TO THE DEJIOCKACY OF OHIO. 

It IB of great impoi'tance that many thousanci copies of tliis Addreps filiould 
he seat to our soldiers in the army as early as possible. To aeeompliah this 
object the immediate co-operation of erery Democrat in tie State is Holiclted. 
All have friends in the army, and by a prompt and combined effort every sol- 
diev from Ohio can be reached, wjthin the foui' weeks that remain. 

The following extract from a letter teoeived from General Rosccrans, andcr 
tiate of " HeadquarterB Department of the Cumberland, Winchester, Tenn., Aug. 
15, 1863,-' in anBwer to the Committee, is a Bnifioient assitraace that there will be 
no interfercnee with the iransmisslon of tlie Address, Gen. R. says ; 

" As to newspapers, pampblets and otber publications, none have been or will 
he excluded on the ground of party politics. But I do not belong to that sen- 
timental class who weakly and timidly allow brawling llcenfie lo stab tmo lib- 
erty. Hence, when any publication appears among as so licentious, lying or 
traitorous as to endanger the morality or be liltely to impair the vigor of the 
Ri'my, I feel bound by reason, jusdoe, and duty to my country, to use ray au- 
thority U) prevent its circulation." 

Orders for this pamphlet mill be promply filled by the Committee, or by J 
Walter & Co., of this city. 

In behalf of the Committee. 

JOHN G. TnOMPSON, Ciiairman. 

Cdnmhm, 0., Sept. 15, I8G3. 



DEMOCRATIC UNIOiX TICKET. 

LIBERTY AND UNIOK. 

For GoTei-iior, 

CLEMENT L. VALLANDIGHAM. 

For LieutenaEt-Goveroor, 

GEORGE E. PUGH. 

For Auditor of State, 

WILLIAM HUBBARD. 

For Treasurer of State, 

HORACE S. KNAPP. 

For Judge of Supreme Court, 

PHILADELPH VAN TRUMP. 

For Member of Board of Public Works, 

JOHN II. HEATON. 
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ADDEESS. 



Soldiers oe Ohio : — We are approacbing an election of uausuai 
interest and importance. On the second Tuesday of October nest the 
people of our State must, by their votes, determine the cliaraoter of our 
State government for the ensuing two years. Though absent from your 
homes, as soldiera in the service of your country, you are still, by the 
laws of your State, citizens. By virtue of an act pjssed on the IStli 
of April last, you have tho right to add your votes to those of yonr 
fellow-citizens at home, and thns aid in forming the character of your 
State government. That act, entitled ''An act to enable qualijled .voters 
of this State, in the military/ service of this State, or of the Vnitsd 
Slates, to exercise the right of suffrage," aufioriiies those of yo« 
who, if at home, would he qualified voters in yonr respective townships 
and wards, to eserciae the right of suffrage, on the days appointed for 
holding County, State, Congressional or Presidential elections. While 
thus absent, in the service of jour country, this right is, by the provi- 
sions of that act, secured to you as fully and absolutely as if yon irere 
OD those days present at your usual places of election. 

The right thus guaranteed by a law of your State, while an inesti- 
mable privilege to you, devolves also upon you a great and solemn 
responsibility. To exercise the right of francliise wisely, justly, and' 
independently, is, for most men, a delicate and difficult task, under 
ordinary circumstances. To the soldier in the service of his country, 
far from home, the difSculty is greatly increased. He is in a great 
measure deprived of the counsels of his former friends. He is without 
the advantage of that free and full intercbange of sentiment, to which 
he has been accustorned. He hears none of the public discussions, 
which to those at home form so important a part of the means of com- 
ing to a correct eonoluaion in regard to the respective merits of the 
principles and the persons between whom a choice must be made. 

But your case is peculiar. You entered the military sei-vice to aid 
in subduing a rebellion, not to find an employment for life, whereby 
you woul^ separate yourselves from the civil associations and interests 
of your former homes. Many of yon ieft families, all of you relatives, 
also circles of friends. And the first wish of those from whom yoii 
parted was, that your services might aid in bringing this unhappy and 
most disastrous war to a just, honorable and speedy termination ; their 
second wish that you might soon return to enjoy with them the bless- 
ings of the peace thus secured. And in order that you might con- 
tinue to feel as deep an interest as ever.in the civil affairs and prospects 
of your State, they determined to confer upon you' through the Icgisla- 
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tive authority, the right to co-operate wilh them in the Eolection of 
civil o£Seer3, both for the State and general governmenta. 

This was a Democratic movement. On the 28th of Feb., 1862, a 
bill "to authorize volunteers from the State, in actual service at the 
time of a general election, to vote wherever they may he," was intro- 
dnoed into the House of Eepresentatives by Mr. Dre^el, a Doraocratie 
member, and a similar bill by Mr. Saylor on the 4th of March, which 
was referred to a Special Committee — Messrs. Dresol, Converse and 
Sayler — all leading Democratic members. On the 9th of April ensu- 
ing, the Committee reported in favor of the bill. But its passage was 
not at that time favored by the EepubHcan eido of the Ilousa. Hence 
it was laid on the table and not takea tip again during that sesMon. 
But in view of the general popularity of the measure, Mr. Gunctel, 
^Republican, introduced a bill to the same efFect into the Senate, which 
passed that body, but on coming to the House, that also mot a similar 
fete, and therefore failed to pass. 

The Democratic State Convention, bold in Columbus, July 4th, 
1862, condemned the rejection of the bill, In the following strong 
terms: 

"Resolved, That the rofuBal of the General AsBemblj to permit our gal. 
lent Boldiers in the field the right to vole was a syeat and unjiiali liable 
wrong to them, that ought not t h mm 

In the fall of 1862 the Dem d h n wh h was 
for members of Congress and ffi b n the 
General Assembly. In that th Eep b d h ma- 
jority, but the current of popul m n w g g y n the 
direction of Democratic moasur T o h b g g the 
soldiers the right to vote was w d by h p p This 
the Republican members saw, an h d f ends 
of the measure, and the bill b g d by D m ratlc 
members, passed near the cio a. n y n unani- 

Tbis, soldiers of Ohio, is a f h h means 

which led to the enactment of h w n w h e the 

right to aid in selecting the men to fill the esecutivo and legislative offi- 
ces of our State government. To the Democratic party in whose be- 
balf we now address you, are you mainly indebted for this privilege. 

More than half of you when you left your homes were Democrats, 
and if you were now here with us would undoubtedly vote as we do, 
and would see the best and most convincing reasons for doing eo. You 
would then know that the Republican papers that have been distributed 
among you since the war begun, have constantly and persistently mis- 
represented the motives and purposes of the Democratic party. You 
would then know that that party is, as it over has been, the consistent 
friend of the Constitatioa and the Union, and has never harbored a 
thought inimical to either, or to their gallant defenders. The ground 
on which the party has ever stood and yet stands, is truly declared in 
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tbo first resnlution of its Platform adopted at i(a State Coaveailon of 
July 4, 186a, asfollowa: 

"Setolved, That we are, ae we haTe evei' been, tiie deroted friends of 
the Constitution and the Union, and we have no sympathy with the ene- 
mies of either," , 

And why should we Lave aay such sympathy? Every motive that 
can actuate t!ie human lieart leads us to be true to our country, and we 
have not a single motive to induce us to be false to it. And you will, 
we teal sure, fae slow lo believe that that great old Democratic party, 
that has ever Btood by tho Union, and to which you have been justly 
proud to belong, has ceased to be the true party of the country. Joa 
will not believe tbat the fathers, brothers and friends whom you have 
left at home, have become Bympathizirs with tcoason, upon the malig- 
nant assertions of their political opponents. 

Under these ciroarastanoes we Save a right to believe you will he 
true to your own deeply cherished convictions; whieh must be that the 
old Demoora.tio party with wbioh you have heretofore acted, cannot be 
far out of the way. Yon will surely give much weight to the most 
reasonable presumption, that if you could be here with us, and be 
fully informed in regard to all the issues involved in the approaching 
election, the evidence would be clear and overwhelming to you, as it is 
to us, that we are sustaining the right measures and the right men. 

Our measures have entered into and formed the history of the gov- 
ernment, and have constituted the basis on which it has been happily 
and successfully administered during at least thtee-fourtha the entire 
period of its existence. That the people of each State and section 
ought to attend to their own affairs and rigidly abstain from every 
interference with the rights guaranteed or conceded to other sestious by 
the federal Constitution, has always been a favorite principle with us. 
The Democracy of Ohio were true to the facts of history when at their 
State Convention, Aug. 7th, 1861, they declared as the first of their 
platform resolutions : 

" Resolved, That the civil war by whioti ovir country is at present dis- 
tracted, is the natural offspring of miaguided sectional ism, engendered 
by fanatical agitators NortJi as well as South; and that the Demoeratio 
party having equally opposed the estremista of both sections, and hay- 
ing at all times lealously contended for the administration of the General 
Government within its conatitutinnal limits, that party is in no way re- 
sponsible for oaiamities that have resulted from a departure from ita doc- 
trines, and a disregard of its warning and advice." 

In the same platform we resolved : 



'■ That the volunteer soldiers who, at tho call of their country, promptly 
went foi-tii to do battle in defense of its Constitution and Laws, and "ho, 
in many oftses, have been compBlled to fight under inexperienced officers, 
are entitled to ou): hearty thanks for the gallant manner in which they 
have discharged their duties." 

AgaiQ, in the plau'Orm adopted at our State Convention, July 4th, 
1862, we declared that 

"Tho history of the Democracy is a record of unceasing and unvaried 
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dcvofion fo tlie tiHion of the States ; eyer fulfilling the injunction of flie 
Father of our country, to 'cheriah a cordial, iiabilaal and immovoble at- 
tachment to it; accuatoming themselves to think and speak of it as of the 
pnllaclium of their politioal safetj and prosperity, WBt«hibg for its preeer- 
vatiou with jealous anxiety; diacountenanoing whatever might suggest 
even a suspicion that it could, in any event, be atiandoDecl; and indig' 
iiantiy frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any 
poclioQ of onr eoantry from the reSt, or to enfeelile the sactod ties which 
link together the various parts.' " 

At that time we also resolved, 

" That the Abolition party, by their denunciation of the Presiclenf, when 
ever he has manifested a conservative spirit; by their atrooious defamation, 
of our Generals who were exposing their lives for their country, and who 
needed and merited its hearty support; hy their aots and declarations 
tending to promote insubordination in our armies, and a want of confidence 
in tlieir commanders; and by their persistent representations of all con- 
servative men in the loyal States, as sympathizara with the rebels, have 
given immense aid and comfort to the rebellion, and encouraged them to 
hope for ultimate success." 

We recorded our most solemn and unqualified condemnation of tlie 
emancipation policy, and in doing so, gave the following among many 
other reasons : 

" Because auch an emancipation would throw upon the border ftee 
States, and especially upon Ohio, an immense number of negroes to com- 
pete with and underwork the white laborers of the State, and io constitute 
in variouB ways, an almost, or quite, unbearable nuisance, if aufl'ered to 
remain among ua. And we would deem it most unjust to our gallant 
soldiers to see them compelled to free the negroes of the South, and thereby 
fill Ohio with a degraded population, to compete with theae aamo soldiers 
upon their return to the peaceful Bvocaiious of life." 

In the same Conyection, we said : 

"That while we will, as heretofore, discourage all roera factious opposi- 
tion to the Administration, and i*iU dontinue to give our earnest support 
to all proper measures to put down the rebellion, and will make all the 
allowances that the necessities of the case require of good citizens, we 
protest against all violations of the Constitution." 

And at our State Convention, on the lltU of June last, we declare 
in our platform : 



"That the soldiers composing our armies merit the warmest thanks of 
the nation. Their country colled and nobly did they respond. Living, they 
shall know a nation's gratitude; wounded, a nation's care; and dying, 
ihey shall live in our memories, and monuments shall be raised to teach 
posterity to honor the patriots ond heroes who offered their lives at their 
country's altar. Their widows and orphans shall be adopted by the nation, 
to be watched over and cared for as objects truly worthy a nation's guar- 
diauahip." 

. The platforms and resolutions in which the ahove and many similar 
sentiments are expressed, have been printed in all the Democratic 
papers of Ohio. Ilence you know what position we have occupied in 
lektion to the war, and to all other questions in which the welfare of 
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our counlry is coneerneii. We quote tho abovo passages fo bring to 
your memory, and plaoe immediately before you, a few of tbe leading 
principles and purposes of the true and genuiae Demoeraey of Ohio, 
the firm and unwavering friends of the Constitution and the Union, 

Oim CABBIDATS BOR OOVEJIKOE. 

To lay fully before you the claims of the Hon. C. L. Vallandtgiiam 
to jour suffrages and outs, and to give you a full explanation of the 
reasons that have determined us and the great mass of the people of 
your State to elevate him to the office of Governor, would require 
more space than this brief Address will permit us to use, in that way. 
We regret that this is so, as joa are thus deprived of your just right 
to be fully informed in regard to every faot and every principle in- 
volved in the important issue now pending. 

Against the other candidates on the Democratic State ticket, no 
serious objections have been urged by the E«publtcan party. Their 
fitness for the offices to which they have been nominated, on all save 
political grounds, is generally conceded. But against Mr. Vallandig- 
ham you have beard many grave charges, among which are, that he is 
a " disjmiomst," "an enemy of the soldiers," " a convicted traitor." 
If any of these or of the many other equally damaging charges were 
true, that fact would constitute the best of reasons why you should not 
give him your votes, while we, for placing him in nomination for the 
ofEoe of Governor of our State, would be justly disgraced in tho osti- 
matloQ of all honorable men. 

Oar answer to those charges is a bold, positive, unequivocal denial 
of their truth. Mr. VAtLANoiOHiM is not a disunionist, an enemy of 
the soldiors, nor a convicted traitor. On the contrary, he is now and 
has been at all times, through the whole period of his political career, 
in every speech, and every act of his life, a firm, able, and consistent 
friend and defender of the Union. To repeat every speech, and mention 
every act by which he has labored to secure the constitutional integrity 
and permanency of the Union, and protect it front the disastrous con- 
sequences of sectional strife, would require a large volume. There i^ 
no statesman in this country, nor has there ever been any, whose labors 
in that direction have been more constant and unremitting. 

Sentiments tending to encourage disunion were introduced and advo- 
cated in the Ohio House of Representatives, by certain abolition leaders, 
as early aa 1817. Mr. Vallandighaji, then a member of the House, 
was among the first to rebuho and denounce those sentiments. In a 
speech on the 22d of January of that year, he said : 

"That wiienever any question might arise, involving (lie Uninn in the 
alternative, he would yo with hi> might on thai side — ON tbb swm of th!'; 
Union, 'how and foreveb, one and iNSEPAnABtE.' Would any gentle- 
man relinquish the Union rather than tolerate the existence of slavery in 
the South '!" 

Again, on the 2d of September, 1847, Mr, V,, ou assuming t\v; 
editorial charge of the Dajtou Empire, said : 

" Wc M'jll pi'oleet and dcfetid, according to our oppovtuaities and abili- 
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(ies, THE UsiON OF THEBB Statbs, as in very deed fhe 'Palladium of ouv 
political proBperily,' ' tbo only rook ot our safet3 lest saered only tbaa 
f.ilierty heracir; and we viill pander to the sectional pT'ji dues er the faiioli- 
Hsm, or wounded pride, or dUappoiated BmbtUmt, oj no itan or set oj i, en, 
loHreby that Union shall be put in jeopardy 

And on the 27th of June, 1849, when relinquishing the charge of 
that paper, he again eaid : 

" That viMch is realli/ and moit valuable in oiw Anterican libertiei, depends 
upon the preservation and vigor of the Uhion Of tuesb SiATEa; and tiere- 
lore, *1I and every agitation in one aeotion, necessarily generating coun- 
Icr agitation in the other, ought, from what quarter soever it -niay come, by 
every patriot and well-wieher of his country, to be ' indignantly frowned 
upon,' and arreiled ere it be ' too lale.' " 

On the 2<5(h of Octoher, 1850, at a large Democratic meeting in 
Esyton, Mr. V. reported a. series of resolutions eoncludiog thus : 

"That 'all obstructions io the oueeution of the laws, all oombioatioDH 
iind asaociationa, under whateYer plausible character, with the real de- 
sign to direct, control, counleract, or awe the regular deliberation and 
sciiou of <he constituted authorities, are destructive of the fundamentnl 
principle of our institutions and of fatal tendency ; that all such efforts, 
wiiei'ever made or by whomsoever advised, find no anawering sympathy 
in our breast — nothing but loatliing and contempt — and tliat we hereby 
pledge ourselves to tlie country, that, so far as in na liea, the Usion, tiik 
THE Laws, must and shall be maintained.' " 



In a Speech delivered in the House of Eepresentatives, Doc. 15, 
1859, Mr. Vallandigham said : 

" Ib it not, I Appeal to you, better then for you of tlxa North, better for 
you of (he South, better for us of the West, better for all of us, that this 
Union shall endure forever? Sir, I am for the Union as it is, and the 
1,'onstitution as it is. I am against disunion now, and Ibvoycr." 

In the same speech he also said : 

"Mr, Clorli, I am, not, perhaps, so hopeful of the final i-esull as some 
other men { but I was taught in my boyhood that noblest of all Roman 
maiims — never to despair of the Republic. I waa taught, too, by pious 
Hps, a yet higher and holier doctrine atill — a firm belief in a superintend- 
ing Providence, which governs in the affairs of men, I do believe that 
God, in his infinite goodness, has foreordained for this land a higher, 
mightier, nobler destiny than for any other eountry since the world began; 
Time') noblest empire is the last. Prom the Arotio ocean to the Isthmus of 
])aFien; from the Atlantic to the Alleghanies; stretching far and wide 
ever the vast basin of the Mississippi, scaling the Rocky Mountains, and 
lost at last in the blue waters of the Pacitic, I behold, in holy and patriotic 
■cision, ONE Union, one Constitutios, one Destinx. (Applause.) But 
this grand and magnificent destiny cannot be fulfilled by ua, except as a 
united people." 

On the 20th of February, 1361, Mr. Vallandiqham said, in the 
Jlouse of HepresentatiTes ; 

■' Born, sir, upon the soil of the United States— attached to my country 
from earliest boyhood, loving and revering her with aomo part, at least, of 
tie spirit of Greek and Roman patriot ism— between these two alternatives, 
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uith fill my miad, irilli all my hearf, vfitli all my strength of body am! ol' 
soul, living or (fjing, at home or in exile, I am for the Union which made 
it what it is; and, tlievefove, I am also for such terms of peace and ailjust- 
rnent as nill maintain that Union now and forever." 

This declaral^ion occurs in that famous speech in which Mr, V. is said 
to have pi-oposed to divide the Union into "four distinct naiitmaUties." 
Sach is tho assertion repeatedly and persistently made by the Abolition 
press. There eould not be a more direct perversion of tlie plain and 
obvious meaning of langaage. It must be a bad eaiise that requires 
the aid of such means. Every one svho has read the speech and the 
resolutions that aceotopany it, knows that the proposed division into 
"four sections," upon which so much stress has been laid by the Abo- 
lition papers and spealcers, refers simply to a proposed change in the 
manner of taking the vote in the Senate ; this and nothing more. 
It did not in the slightest degree contemplate dissolving tho Union. 
Its purpose was to preserve it. 

No one has more firmly and consistently opposed every movement 
or sentiment looking to disunion. And he has firmly opposed every 
movement aiming at peace on tho basis of separation. His resolu- 
tions, introduced into the House of Representatives on the 16th of De- 
cember, 186^, exhibit con-ectly his views and the character of his efforti^ 
in relation to this matter. The first three are — 

"Beitolved, 1. That tho Union hs it was must be restoi-ed and mair.- 
lained foveyer, under the Constitution as it is — the lifth article, pvoviding 
for amendments, included. 

"2. That no final treaty of peace, ending the present oivil war, can lie 
permitted to be made by the Executive, or any ottier person in the civil or 
military service of the United States, on any other basis than the integ- 
rity and entirety of the Foderal Union, and of tho States composing the 
same as at t!ie beginning of hostilities, and upon that basis pence ought 
immediately to be made. 

3. "That the Oovevnment can never permit armed or hostile interyen- 
tion by any foreign power, in regard to the present civil war." 

The remaining three are in harmony with the above. 

Tu a speech at Hamilton, 0., September, 1862, accepting the nomi- 
nation for Congress, Mr. VALLANDisHiM said ; 

"At jour demand, therefore, men of the Third District, I accept (lie 
nomination, nud present myself to tha people foi- their suffrages, upon no 
other platform than Tna'CoNsiiTUTios as it is and the Union AS ir was." 

And such Bentimcnta have characterized every speech, vote and act 
of his political life. 

At the first appearance of that deadly struggle which is still wearying 
the life and consuming the substance of the nation, Mr. VALLAsriGHAM 
was among the most earnest and active in every honorable eSbrt either 
to avert the coming storm or so to guide it that it might not lea~e tha 
wreck of the "Union in its track. In nothing he has said or done, in 
Congress or out of Congress has he ever counseled or attempted the 
interposition of any unconstituttona! or unlawful hindrance to the pro- 
secution of measures adopted by the A dmlnis ligation, but has anifornily 
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counseled a foil and implicit obedience to all laws wlien enacted. No 
man in. the Union haa stood more firmly against every aontiraent that 
would encourage an uprising of the people in defiance of laws, even 
when unpopular and obnoxious. 

On tho 12th of July, 1861, he said in Coogress : 

" Foe my own part, sir, while I would not in tho beginning have 
given a dollar or a man to commence this war, I am willing — now that 
we are in the midst of it without any act of ours — to vole just as many 
men and just as much money as may be necessary to defend and protect 
the Federal Government. It would be both treason and madness now 
to disarm the Government, in the presence of an enemy of two hundred 
thousand men in the field against it." 

In his speech in Dayton, Aug. 2, 1862, he said, speaking on the 
subject of enlistments : 

"Whoever among the Aholitionisfa would curse secession, let him 
enlist, aad then ce will show his faith by his works, and your armies 
■will be full in a week. Let every man who would invite others to go, 
first go himself. I have never interfered with enlistments. While (he 
war lasts, our armies, for many reasons, must not be disbanded ; eo I 
said ia Congress more than a year ago. Without enlistments they can 
not be kept up ; and if any man, subject to military duty, really thinks 
that the Union can he restored by focco aud arms, and only in that way, 
let him enlist ; it is his duty to enlist ; he is ' disloyal ' if he does not 
enlist. Whoever shall be drafted, should a draft be ordered according 
to Constitution and law, is in duty bound, no matter what he thinks of 
the war, to either go, or find a substitute, or pay the fine which the law 
imposes; he has no right to resist, and none to ruu away." 

On the subject of supplies for the army, he said in bis speech in. 
Congress on the 14th of January last : 

" The country was at war, and I belonged to that school of politics 
which teaches that when we are at war, the Government — I do not 
mean the Executive alone, but the Government is entitled to demand 
nnd have, without resistance, suck number of men, such an amount 
ofinoney, and supplies generally, as waff be necessary for the trar, 
vnlil an appeal can be made to the people." 

And again, in the same speech : 

" I could not, with my convictions, vote men and money for this 
war, and I would not, as a Kepresentative, vote against them. I wanted 
the President sfiouM take, without opposition, all the men and money 
}ie should demand, and then to hold him to a strict accountalnhly for 
the results. Not believing the soldiers responsible for the war, or its 
purposes, or consec[uenees, I have never withheld my vote when their 
separate interests were concerned." 

Mr. Vali.anwgham has uniformly done all in his power to secure 
for the soldiers in the service of the Government, just and liberal pay- 
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iiient and bounties. In a letter to his constituents, under date of May 
13th, 1861, he said : 

" Waiving the question of the doubtful legality of the first proekma- 
tion of April 15th, calling out the militia for " three raoatbs," under 
the act of 1795, I will yet vote to pay them, because ihey had no 
motive, but supposed duty and patriotism to move them ; and, more- 
over, they will have rendered almost the entire service required of them 
before Congress shall meet." 

And he did thus vote. When on the 9th of July, 1861, the bill 
appropriating the aum of sis millions for the payment of the three 
months volunteers was under consideration, Mr. Vallandigiiam not 
only supported it, but in reply to a remark of Mr. Stevens asking the 
House to give its unanimous consent to the passage of the bill, Mr. V. 
replied ; " I presume there is no objection to the bill at all." 

In answer to a letter, dated Hamilton, 0., Oct. 6, 1862, Mr. Val- 

" In reply to yours of yesterday, I have to soy that I supported all 
the nieasiires in the last Congress looking to the giving of invalid pen- 
sions to all soldiers ' wounded or incurring disability in the military 
service.' Upon a question like that, no just or humane man could hesi- 
tate for a moment. Every soldier who has performed service is entitled 
to the pay and bounty promised him by law, and all disabled id any 
way during service are entitled to pensions ; and I have never, either^ 
directly by vote or indirectly by refusing to vote, withheld either, where 
the service had been rendered or the disability incurred ; nor would I 

On the 2d of December, 1802, an effort was made in Congress to 
increase the pay of soldiers to fifteen dollars a month. Mr, Val- 
liNDiGiiAAi took an active part in the niovoraent, and proposed to 
' ' make the jifteen dollars payable in gold. ' ' 

The above slatemenis indicate clearly and correctly the position 
Mr. V. has occupied in relation to the support of the army. Ho 
lias been at all times the firm friend and defender of the rights and 
interests of the soldiers, when drafted or enlisted into the service. He 
has always maintained that they were justly and fuUy entitled to every 
compensation promised by the government, and has on several ooea- 
sions endeavored to secure an increase of that compensation^ Many of 
the soldiers know and appreciate the value of his services in tbei.- bt- 
half ; and if they could all be permitted to know the full and true 
history of what he has done and endeavored to do for them, there is no 
one for whom they would cherish a stronger affection. As a general 
feet, the interested misrepresentations of enemies, war contractors and 
abolition disunionists, are the only reports in regard to Mr. Vallan- 
DioiiAii that have obtained a free circulation in the army. This cannot 
eoatinao much longer. A deep and stern sense of natural justice 
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to your homea yon will have tliG satisfuotioa of remeraliering that i 
this contept you took the right eidc. 
Your friends aud fellow- citizens, 

John G. '^1IOMPSO.^", Chairman, 
A. G. Thukmas, 
Amos L aim ah, 
S. Mebary, 

Geo. L. Convbebk, Secretary, 
Democralic Stale Central 0cm. of Ohio 

CoLUSBua, 0-, Sept. lf>, 180S. 
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